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The first Secretary-Treasurer of our Association, 
Dr. Juan G. González Lagoa, is a remarkable 
administrator having been head of 23 major 
organizations for the University of Puerto Rico 
at Mayagüez or the Environmental Protection 
Agency for the last 50 years (see list below).  He 
actually missed the first meeting of the 
Association at his University because he was 
finishing up a masters degree in Texas at the 
time.  However, soon afterwards he became the 
Secretary-Treasurer (1957-1969) taking the 
AIMLC through the difficult formative years.  
He made up for his initial lapses by continuing 
to be an AMLC Individual Member for 50 years 
becoming our only perfect aficionado.  He also 
filled in for Lucy and me as AMLC Secretary-
Treasurer again while we were in Japan (1985-
1986).  Beside the normal Secretary-Treasurer 

duties (i.e., running the Association), he also helped coordinate cooperative research 
projects and cruises among institutional members supported by the Office of Naval 
Research.  He brought another laboratory that he directed, the Center for Energy and 
Environmental Research, into Association Institutional Membership in 1978 and they 
remained a member until they dissolved in 1991.  Not on his watch, as he was off 
directing bigger-and-better things by then. 

Dr. Juan G. Gonzalez Lagoa was born 19 January 1933 in Mayagüez, Puerto 
Rico.  He received a BS in Zoology at the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez 
(UPRM) in 1955, an MS in Biological Oceanography at Texas A & M University in 
1957, and a PhD at the University of Rhode Island in 1973. 

As soon as he returned in 1957, he was hired by the Institute of Marine Biology 
that later became the Department of Marine Science, UPRM, as an Assistant Professor 
and Research Associate until 1967 when he left to pursue a PhD Degree.  He was also 
with the Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Research Laboratory in 
Narragansett, RI, as a Research Aquatic Biologist 1969-1976; Senior Scientist, Center for 
Energy and Environmental Research, Mayagüez, Puerto Rico 1979-1981; Associate 
Professor, Department of Marine Science, UPRM 1981-1987; Professor 1987-2000.  He 
has graduated 10 PhD and 13 Master’s students.  
 Besides running the Association, he has headed or directed a long list of 
organizations: Minority Research Center of Excellent (NSF), University of Puerto Rico: 
Co-Director January 1989 to May 1993; Director May 1993 to 1995; Resource Center for 



Science and Engineering, University Of Puerto 
Rico at Mayagüez, Associate Director August 1992 
to present;  Puerto Rico Space Grant Program, 
Director May 1992 to 1996; Tropical Atmospheric 
Sciences Center-NASA /EPSCoR-Director 1994; 
Puerto Rico NASA Space Grant Program: 
Mayagüez Affiliate, 1996 to pre-sent; Local 
Academic Coordinator PRLS-AMP Bridge to the 
Doctorate Program; Academic Affairs, University 
of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez, Associate Dean 1991-
1992; Faculty of Arts and Sciences, University of 
Puerto Rico at Mayagüez, Director, Office of 
Research Coordination 1983-1988; Associate Dean 
of Research and External Funding 1988-1991; Sea 
Grant Program, University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez, Coordinator of Education 1983-
1988; Department of Marine Sciences, Assistant Director 1987, UPRM; Center for 
Energy and Environmental Research, Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, Head of Marine Ecology 
Division 1976-1979; University of Puerto Rico at Ramey Air Force Base, Aguadilla, PR, 
Extension Division Instructor in Biological Sciences 1965-1966; Puerto Rico Department 
of Education, Biological Science Curriculum System Program, Consultant 1964-1965; 
and as Associate Editor he helped found the Caribbean Journal of Science in 1961.  

He has also conducted 32 major grants and research projects funded by more than 
$33 million: Minority Research Center of Excellence (NSF); University of Puerto Rico: 
1993-1998, Project Director ($5 million); Puerto Rico/NASA Capability Enhancement 
Program for Competitive Research and Human Resources Development in Aerospace 
Related Sciences 1992, Project Director ($450,000); Tropical Atmospheric Science 
Center NASA EPSCoR ($5 million); Howard Hughes Medical Institute; University of 
Puerto Rico at Mayagüez, 1991-1994, Project Director ($500,000) and 1994-1998 Project 
Director ($500,000); Alliance for Minority Participation; University of Puerto Rico; 
1991-1995 Co-Project Director ($5 million); Research Improvement for Minority Institu-
tions (NSF); University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez 1990-1993, Co-Project Director 
($500,000); NASA Educators Resource Center, A physical facility 1994; NASA Living 
with a Star Program 2000-Present, ($250,000); AVON UV radiation from the sun and its 
potential damaging effects, 2002, ($5,000); Enhancement of primary production by 
Antarctic waters, Funded by Sea Grant, University of Puerto Rico; A study of the suc-
cession of congeneric species of copepods in the shallow waters of the southwestern 
coast of Puerto Rico, funded by Sea Grant, University of Puerto Rico; Preparation of an 
atlas on the oceanic copepoda around Puerto Rico, Funded by the University of Puerto 
Rico; Studies of the causes of excessive marine algae production in Boca Vieja Bay, 
Puerto Rico, and their effects on a steam generating plant; An evaluation of the effects of 
rum slops (mostos) on the marine environment in Puerto Rico and St. Croix, Funded by 
the Environmental Protection Agency by mandate of Congress 1977; Effects of oil on 
community structure, EPA.  (1975-1976); Effects of oil on fish eggs and fish larvae, EPA 
(1975-1976); Use of filtration rates in marine mollusks to assess the chronic effect of 
various oils and their components, EPA (1975-1976); Program of study of the acute and 
chronic effects of oils on marine invertebrates and vertebrates in North American coastal 



 



waters.  EPA (1975-1976); Study of the temperature limits of marine invertebrates in 
Puerto Rican coastal waters, funded by the Water Resource Research Institute; Effects of 
cyclic temperatures on the survival of Mercenaria, the quahog, and the blue mussel 
Mytilus edulis, EPA (1972-1973); survey of the plankton populations of Biscayne Bay, 
Florida, EPA (1971); Survey of the plankton populations of Trinity Bay, Texas EPA 
(1971); Study of Puerto Mosquito Bay (a bioluminescent bay), Funded and requested by 
the Planning Board of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (1966); Survey of the Tallaboa 
/Guayanilla Bays, Funded by Texaco (1966-1967); Study of primary productivity in the 
oceanic and neritic waters off the west coast of Puerto Rico, United States Office of 
Naval Research (1964-1965); Survey of the Punta Cabullon Area, funded by DuPont 
(1961); Survey of the Tallaboa/Guaniquilla Bays, Funded by DuPont (1961); Study of the 
physics, biology chemistry, geology and meteorology of the Gulf of Mexico through six 
oceanographic cruises aboard the R/V A. A. Jakkula (1955-1957). 

He also spent a great deal of his time teaching and influencing many tens of 
thousands of undergraduate students in programs offering lectures and workshops on 
mangrove systems, coral reefs, bioluminescent bays, xerophytic environments, and 
rainforest vs xerophytic forest; with TV networks (Discovery Channel-Germany, ABC-
US, Galileo-Germany, Geo-ambiente-WIPR-Puerto Rico) in marine educational ecology-
ical videos; lectures and workshops on the dynamics of the sun, our planetary system, 
exploration of Mars, night watches with 11 inch telescope for school teachers and their k-
12 students; offers lectures and workshops on the subject of pseudoscience, science, and 
education; supervising students for science fair projects; and has taken many thousands of 
students on marine field trips.  All-in-all, he has enriched the educational experiences of 
millions of students.  We are aware of no other Super-Administrator so generous with 
their time for the young. 

 

 



 
 We are honored to be considered friends of such an outstanding academician and 
statesman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juan Gonzales receiving the AMLC Distinguished Service Award 
 

Dr. Gonzales’s Comments on receiving the Award 
 
Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  It is indeed, a great honor to have the Asso-

ciation of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean bestow on me this recognition for my 
participation in the initial efforts, led by Dr. Juan A. Rivero, for the establishment of this 
important scientific association which has served well the Caribbean Region for the past 
50 years.  Before proceeding any further, I must thank Dr. Rick Nemeth, Director of the 
Center for Environmental and Marine Studies of the University of the Virgin Islands for 
hosting the 50th anniversary and the 33rd meeting of the AMLC at the UVI.  Congratu-
lations to you and your staff for such a well organized scientific gathering.  I was greatly 
impressed with the high quality of the presentations and the poster session.  Thanks also, 
to Drs. Ernest (Bert) Williams and Lucy Bunkley-Williams who were instrumental in 
having us participate of this special celebration. 

A year after the association was established, I joined Dr. Juan Rivero and Dr. 
Robert E. Coker, who was at the time scientific and administrative advisor of the Institute 
of Marine Biology (forerunner of the Department of Marine Sciences), for the first 
symposium held at the Bermuda Biological Station in St. Georges Bermuda.  I presented 
my first paper (Margalef and González, 1958), a joint collaboration with Dr. Ramon 
Margalef from Barcelona, Spain.  It was our first attempt to show the mechanism by 
which phytoplankton, particularly dinoflagellates, concentrate in bioluminescent bays:  A 
densification process characteristic of many coastal environments.  Our experimental 
design was simple and somewhat rustic, however, a few months ago I found similar 



results using a more sophisticated high technological approach.  Needles to say, that first 
meeting was like a preview to a very enriching academic life. 
 I have never stopped; my commitment now is to continue fostering everything 
that pertains to marine education.  Thus, I envision to have future generations well aware 
of the complexity of marine ecosystems and how to protect them from the effects of 
ignorance. 
 Today, half a century later, I am overwhelmed with joy for two main reasons:  I 
have been able to reencounter the roots that brought forth this great association and I 
have seen the fruition of that legacy permeating in all directions in our Caribbean Region.  
The excellent display of serious research, communication, and deep love for what you do 
are commendable.  Congratulations again and I will see you again at the next meeting.  
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